
The Trophy-Bearer 
A monthly publication of Saint George Greek Orthodox Church 

New Castle, Pennsylvania 
 

December 2017  Volume I, Issue 4 

Saint Porphyrios of Kavsokalyva  

December 2nd 



³°½¼¬ »®¼¬ ®¦³¼¿ ¦°¹½¦³¼¿ 
SAINT GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 

315 W. Englewood Avenue   -   New Castle, PA 16105 
Church: (724) 654ð8521   -   www.stgeorgenewcastle.org  

Fr. Michael A. Gavrilos   -   Parish Priest 
FrMichael@stgeorgenewcastle.org 

 

Parish Council Members  
PresidentñSotiri Kolovos  

Vice-PresidentñJohn Christou 
TreasurerñNicholas Ligerakis  

SecretaryñMelissa Sotiriou 
 Artie Christou  Deno Neofotistos 
 Helen Ritchie Marie Smilek  
 Elias Tsiris 
 

Service Times 
Please Check the Monthly Calendar for Services 

Services TimesñUnless Otherwise Noted 
 Sunday Orthros: 8:15 a.m. 

 Sunday Divine Liturgy  9:30 a.m. 
 Monday -Saturday Orthros: 8:30 a.m. 

 Monday -Saturday Divine Liturgy:  9:30 a.m. 
 Evening Services: 6:00 p.m. 

 

Information for The Trophy -Bearer 
If you would like an article, or photos in The Trophy -Bearer, submit them electroni-

cally to Fr. Michael (FrMichael@stgeorgenewcastle.org) by the 15th of the month. 
 

òIs anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them 
pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.ó  -James 5:14 

If you or your loved one is sick, in the hospital, or need a priest,  
please contact Fr. Michael so that he will be able to visit them. 

http://www.stgeorgenewcastle.org
mailto:FrMichael@stgeorgenewcastle.org
mailto:FrMichael@stgeorgenewcastle.org


Fr. Michaelõs Message 
Christ is in our Midst!  

Year after year, Christmas sales and decorations seem to be going up earlier and 
earlier in stores around the country.  There are also constant debates between 
family and friends about when it is ok to begin setting up our Christmas trees, 

decorating our homes and yards, listening to Christmas music, etc. Regardless of when we feel is the 
correct time to begin celebrating the Christmas Season, we have to remember to stay focused on 
what or who we are truly celebrating.  

In our country, the Christmas Season seems to officially start off during a 6-day period in late 
November. Recently an Orthodox Priest in his blog stated that this 6-day period is emerging to be an 
American òHoly Week.ó  We begin on Thursday: Thanksgiving Day, Friday: Black Friday, Saturday: 
Small Business Saturday, Sunday, which, strangely, doesnõt have a catch phrase attached to it, 
Monday: Cyber Monday, Tuesday: Giving Tuesday.  

As a nation we begin this 6-day period on Thursday when we all gather to give thanks. Who 
and what exactly are we giving thanks to and for? For those who do give thanks to the Almighty 
Lord, how many people go out very, very early on Friday (and sometimes even later in the day on 
Thanksgiving) so that they are able to get ògreat dealsó on different gifts? On Saturday we 
sometimes pat ourselves on the back as we support the mom and pop shops on Small Business 
Saturday. What about Sunday? Sunday, 3 days after Thanksgiving is a day when Churches seem to 
be very light in attendance, probably from all the food and shopping that has been done the past 3 
days. This past year it is estimated that we spent over $6 billion dollars buying gifts on Cyber 
Monday throughout the country. Of course, we round out this 6 -day period with Giving Tuesday. 
Whatever money we may have left after purchasing many gifts we donate to different charities.  

What are we really doing during this time? Are we giving thanks and praise to the Lord God 
Almighty? Are we preparing properly for the greatest gift that we can receive during this time of the 
year? 

Starting on the feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos, which is celebrated November 21st, we 
begin to hear in the Katavasias of Orthros, òChrist is born; glorify Him! Christ is come from heaven; 
go and meet Him. Christ is on earth; arise to Him.ó What other gifts do we need, what better gift can 
we ask for than God becoming man? Often times in our lives we take for granted what a gift Christ 
is to all of mankind. The Incarnation is something that is very unique and distinct to our faith. Our 
God took on flesh and bone and faced all the trials and tribulations of being a human. He suffers 
with us and for us. No other religion in the history of the world has had their ògodó take on human 
flesh for its followers.  

When we first hear the words, òChrist is born...ó on November 21st, we begin to prepare 
ourselves for the Birth of Jesus Christ, the greatest gift that we can receive during this time. And itõs 
our great blessing to continue this holy practice throughout our lives, not just during this Christmas 
time, to constantly be giving thanks to God the Father for the gift of His Son. By doing all this we 
can confidently answer the question that we hear in Psalm 77:13 and during the chanting of the 
Great Prokeimenon, òWho is so great a God as our God?ó 

 
With Love in Christ,  
 
Fr. Michael A. Gavrilos  


