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Service Times

Please Check the Monthly Calendar for Services
Services Timés Unless Otherwise Noted

Sunday Orthros 8:15 a.m.
Sunday Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.
Mon -Sat Orthros & Divine Liturgy 8:30 a.m.
Evening Services 6:00 p.m.

Confession: By Appointment

The Trophy -Bearer

If you would like an article, or photos in The Trophy -Bearer, submit them electronically to
Fr. Michael (ErMichael@stgeorgenewcastle.org no later than the 15th of the month.

0l s anyone among you sick? Let him call fo
over him, anointing him witHBRamwes31l4i n t h

If you or your loved one is sick, in the hospital, or need a priest,

please contact Fr. Michael so that he will be able to visit them.
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Fr . Mi chael 0s

Christ is in our Midst!

With our festival concluding less than a week ago, | was asked again this year by numerous
patrons of the festival how such a small parish is able to produce such a wonderful festival.

To all those who did ask, my answer is al wa
dedicated parishioners here that want to share their Greek Heritage, which includes both the Orthodox
Christian Faith, as well as their Culture.o

This is the second year that we moved our festival to the last weekend in August, and at the
conclusion of our festival, it ends our summer! As soon as summer begins, we tell ourselves that we
should be able to relax from the normal fast paced life that we live. While it is true that we are able to
orelaxdé in the summer from those normal events t|
to have our summers filled up with many other events such as graduation parties, all the festivities that
take place, with weddings, baptisms, all types of summer camps, vacations, etc. Next thing you know,
August rolls around and we begin the month with the fasting period of the Theotokos, we
commemorate her falling asleep on the 15h of the month, and then it is putting the final touches for the
annual Greek Festival that we have at Church the last weekend of August. Once the Festival is
compl ete we get back into the onormal 6 swing of |

For myself personally, | like when we reach August; this is mainly because | began my ministry
at St. George on August B, 2016. When | look back on the past two years, | am very pleased with how
the Church has grown. Last school year we began our Sunday School Program, and some weeks we
had up to 25 children in the program. During last year we had an adult education class that had around
15 participants. Overall Sunday attendance has also gone up in the past two years. God willing, this
year we will again have an adult education program, start a Greek Dance Program for the children, and
maybe one or two other programs or ministries.

Often time when | talk to other clergy about parish life, | get asked all the time about the size of
the parish, and | tell them we are around fifty families. Without being verbal, their response seems to be
that they feel bad or sorry for me, because often times in small parishes there are very limited resources
and ministries. | explain to them that we have VERY dedicated parishioners who take their faith very
seriously and want their Church (St. George) to be able to live on for generations.

Last year, in the September edition of the Trophy-Bearer, | challenged each and every one of us
to be willing to answer the call when we are asked to help out with the different ministries of the
Church. 1 think that we all accepted this challenge and stepped up when our Church needed us. As we
move forward with this new Ecclesiastical and School Year, | want to again challenge us all to answer
the calling. Maybe we are asked to help start up a new program or ministry of the Church, maybe we
are asked to participate more in a ministry, maybe we will be willing to be a part of Parish Council, and
maybe we are willing to step up to help out to prepare and participate in various events that our
Church host s. Let us encourage someone who mayb:q
life of our Church. My prayer is that we can all answer this calling, and continue to grow and
participate in our faith and our Church.

Have a blessed New Year, and | look forward to working with many of you this year!

With Love in Christ,

Fr. Michael A. Gavrilos



