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The Trophy -Bearer 
If you would like an article, or photos in The Trophy -Bearer, submit them electronically to 

Fr. Michael (FrMichael@stgeorgenewcastle.org) no later than the 15th of the month. 
 

òIs anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray 
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.ó  -James 5:14 

If you or your loved one is sick, in the hospital, or need a priest,  
please contact Fr. Michael so that he will be able to visit them. 
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Fr. Michaelõs Message 
Christ is in our Midst!  

Once we celebrate the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee on February 21st, we are only 
ten weeks away from the Great and Holy Feast of Pascha.  The Sunday of the Publican and the 
Pharisee begins the Triodion Period, which is a period of preparation for the feast of Pascha.  

This parable confronts us with two different men, and they come from two very different backgrounds.  
These particular men go to the Temple to pray, and Jesus makes it a point in this parable to point out these 
means two different backgrounds and social classes.  The first man was a publican and the second man a 
Pharisee.   
 At the time within the Jewish faith, there were different groups, and the most important of these 
were the Pharisees.  They Pharisees were the people who were the strictest observers of the Law of Moses.  
They were very proud of this, and they would let people know that they followed the law to the òTó.  They 
would also wear special clothes, and would be easily picked out or recognized whenever they were in a 
crowd of people.  Using the words of our Lord, "they do all their deeds to be seen by men; for they make 
their phylacteries broad and their fringes long, and they love the place of honor at feasts and the best seats 
in the synagogues, and salutations in the marketplace, and being called rabbi by men" (Matt. 23:5-7). They 
separated themselves from the rest of the people, believing themselves to be the just in the Eyes of God. 
 The Publicans on the other hand, they were a group who were hated and disliked by everyone, 
young and old, rich and poor.  Why was this?  We know from previous Gospel readings that the job of the 
Publican was to collect taxes, and they did this in abundance, often more than they were asked to collect, 
and they kept it for themselves.  People all around knew this, and this is why they were not liked, they 
were hated by almost all.   

The Pharisee is someone who would go to unjustly criticize the publican.  They felt keeping the 
letter of the law was the most important thing when in reality they were being hypocrites by judging 
others, and having hardened hearts.  This condemnation of the publican by the Pharisee is what causes his 
own condemnation in the eye of our Lord.  

When man turns against his fellow men, without mercy, without understanding, without love, he 
then calls down upon himself divine condemnation.  God turns His Face away from those who refuse 
mercy to their fellow men.  This is something that we often think about as we begin to plan for our Lenten 
journey, as well as these difficult times that we are living in.  

Over the past twelve months, our world has lived with the pandemic of the coronavirus, and it has 
had an impact everyone.  And for most people, I think I would be bold enough to say that pride  is one of 
the most difficult things to deal with during this pandemic.  As Orthodox Christians, we know how we are 
supposed to act in our lives, we know how to live; pray daily, partake in the sacraments of the Church, feed 
the poor, clothe the naked, etc.  When we do all these things, they are pleasing to God, he rejoices, because 
this is what we are called to do.  However when we do these things, and we do them boastfully, and we are 
judging those around us for ònot being as good as we areó, we are bringing ourselves to our own 
condemnation.   We need to be able to humble ourselves just as the Publican did; put our pride away, and 
realize our mistakes, and ask for forgiveness from those who we have wronged.  When we do sin, we can 
not let the evil one tell us that we will never be good enough and thusly just stop trying, we need to go to 
Church, pray, and ask for the strength to continue with our lives, just as the Publican did in the Gospel.  

 
In Christ,  
 
Fr. Michael A. Gavrilos  


